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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-09 10-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-15 EUR- 12 NIC-01 ACDA-10 AID-05 /109 W 

055886 

R 061540Z FEB 75 

FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2760 

INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA UNN 

AMCONSUL ASMARA UNN 

USINT BAGHDAD UNN 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 

AMEMBASSY SANAA 

AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS BEIRUT 1776 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: ELF APPEAL FOR UN AND ARAB LEAGUE INTERVENTION IN ASMARA 

REF: BEIRUT 1571 

1. LOCAL ENGLISH-LANGUAGE INDEPENDENT, DAILY STAR (FEB 6) 

REPORTS UNIDENTIFIED ELF SPOKESMAN IN PRESS CONFERENCE HELD 
HERE FEB 5. APPEALED FOR URGENT INTERVENTION BY UN AND ARAB 
LEAGUE TO STOP "ATROCITIES" ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED BY ETHIOPIAN 
ARMY IN ERITREA. CHARGING THAT "ETHIOPIAN TROOPS ARE 
MASSACRING HUNDREDS OF CIVILIANS" IN ASMARA AND OTHER 
ERITREAN TOWNS, THE SPOKESMAN ALSO APPEALED TO INTERNATIONAL 
RED CROSS FOR PLASMA AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES TO TREAT WOUNDED 
ERITREAN CIVILIANS. 

2. ACCORDING TO STAR, ELF SYG OTHMAN SABBEH, ON SAME 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DAY, CONFIRMED AN NAHAR REPORT (REFTEL) THAT ELF RECEIVED 
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WEAPONS FROM LIBYA WORTH FIVE MILLION DOLLARS TWO WEEKS 
AGO. SABBEH STATED THE ARMS INCLUDED MORTARS, ANTI-TANK 
WEAPONS, ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS, BAZOOKAS, AND SURFACE-TO- 
SURFACE MISSILES. 

3. CLAIMING SIGNIFICANT ELF VICTORIES SINCE FULL SCALE 
REBELLION ERUPTED JAN 31, SABBEH DECLARED ELF DETER- 
MINATION TO CONTINUE FIGHTING UNTIL ETHIOPIAN ARMY IS DEFEATED 
IF ETHIOPIAN AUTHORITIES REFUSE TO NEGOTIATE WITH 
ERITREANS ON BASIS OF "SELF-DETERMINATION AND COMPLETE 
INDEPENDENCE". 

GODLEY 
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